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N A  NT, IV I C  H  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  T.  Turner. 

Population  at  Census  (1901) — 23,196. 

Estinmted  population  at  middle  of  1903 — 23,268. 

Area  in  Acres — 98,458. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living — 25-9. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living,  1L6. 

Death-rate  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases — 1‘03. 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births — 87 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. — The  whole  district  has  been  divided  for  registration  purposes  into 
four  sub-districts.  These  are  as  follows: — 

p — Crewe,  having  an  area  of  31,145  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  11,056.  It  includes 
Batherton,  Barthomley,  Basford,  Blakenhall.  Bridgemere,  Oheckley-cum  Wrinehill,  Chorlton, 
Crewe,  Doddington,  Haslington,  Hatherton,  Hough,  Hunsterson,  Lea,  Rope,  Stapeley, 
Walgherton,  Warmingham,  Weston,  Willaston,  and  Wybunbury,  and  parts  of  Church 
Coppenhall,  Sliavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston. 

2.  _ Nantwich,  with  an  area  of  21,300  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,468,  includes  Acton, 

Aston-juxta-Mondrum,  Austerson,  Baddington,  Brindley,  Burland,  Cholm  mdeston,  Coole 
Pilate,  Edleston,  Faddiley,  Henhull,  Hurleston,  Leighton,  Minshull  Vernon,  Poole,  Stoke, 
Woolstanwood,  and  Worleston. 

3.  _ Bunburv  has  an  area  of  20,979  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  4,122.  It  comprises  the 

townships  of  Alpraham,  Bickerton,  Bulkeley,  Bunbury,  Calveley,  Cholmondelev,  Church 
Minshull,  Egerton,  Haugliton,  Peckforton,  Ridley,  Spurstow,  Wardle,  and  Wettenhall. 

4 _ VVrenbury,  which  has  an  area  of  25,034  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  4,622.  It  includes 

Audlem,  Baddiley,  Broomhall,  Buerton,  Chorley,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley,  Hankelow,  Newhall, 
Sound,  Woodcott,  and  Wrenbury-cum-Frith. 

The  Census  returns  for  the  Rural  District  were  as  follows : — 


Crewe 

Males. 

5,478 

Females. 

5,506 

Totals. 

10,984 

Nantwich  ... 

1,763 

1,705 

.  • . 

3,468 

Bunbury  ... 

2,052 

2,070 

... 

4,122 

Wren  bury... 

2.278 

2,344 

... 

4,622 

11,571 

11,625 

23,196 

In  calculating  the  death-rates  of  the  whole  District,  and  of  the  various  sub-Districts,  all  deaths  of 
non-residents  of  The  District  dying  in  the  Workhouse  Men’s  Hospital  have  been  excluded,  and  all  deaths 
of  residents  of  the  District  occurring  there  have  been  referred  to  their  respective  sub-Districts,  as  also 
have  all  deaths  of  women  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in  the  Workhouse  Women’s  Hospital 
Nantwich.  The  death  of  one  person  who  died  at  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  has  been  included 

among  the  Rural  deaths. 

The  birth-rates  for  the  four  sub-districts  were  respectively  28  9,  23-6,  19*3,  26T.  The  death-rates 
for  the  same  four  sub-districts  were  respectively  10  8,  132,  9  4,  11  8. 

The  birth-rate  was  0'7  lower  and  the  death-rate  was  2‘5  lower  than  in  1902.  The  death-rate  was 
1-1  lower  than  in  any  of  the  seven  previous  years. 

The  births  registered  during  the  four  quarters  were  respectively  143,  174,  143,  144. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. — Fifty-three  of  the  deaths  registered  as  occurring  among  residents  of  the 
Rural  District  were  those  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  The  causes  of  death  were  returned  as 
follows  : — Bronchitis,  9  cases  ;  Broncho-pneumonia,  5  ;  Meningitis,  2  ;  Convulsions,  10  ;  Whooping 
Cough,  6;  Gastritis  and  Enteritis.  3;  Tubercular  Peritonitis,  1;  Atelectasis,  1;  Suffocation,  1 ;  Teething,  1; 
Premature  Birth,  3 ;  Marasmus,  3  ;  Inanition,  2 ;  Debility,  4 ;  General  Tuberculosis,  1 ;  Colitis,  1. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  previous  seven  years  were  respectively  78,  90.  64,  68,  56,  55, 
and  56. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  : — 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever. — No  deaths  resulted  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

(b)  Diphtheria  and  Croup. — Six  deaths  resulted  from  this  disease.  They  were  as  follows: — One 

in  January  at  Willaston,  aged  13  years;  one  in  March  at  Minsliull  Vernon,  aged  8  years;  one 
at  Willaston  in  April,  aged  6  years;  one  at  Church  Coppenliall,  aged  11  years;  one  at 
Peckforton  in  August,  aged  2  years  and  10  months;  and  one  case  of  Membranous  Croup  at 
Willaston  in  April,  aged  2  years. 

(c)  Measles. — One  death  only  resulted  from  this  disease,  that  of  a  child  aged  one  year,  at  Poole. 

(d)  Enteric  Fever.— Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause,  one  at  Buerton,  in  January,  aged  65 

years,  and  one  in  June  at  Haslington,  aged  61  years. 

(e)  Diarrhoea. — Three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  cause.  They  were  all  those  of  children  of  tender 

years;  they  were  as  follows: — One  at  Bunbury  in  July,  aged  11  weeks;  one  in  October  at 
Bunbury,  aged  2  months ;  and  one  at  Church  Coppenliall  in  December,  aged  3  months. 

(f)  Whooping  Cough  was  responsible  for  twelve  deaths  during  the  yeai\  These  a.ll  occurred 

between  July  9th  and  December  21st.  The  ages  at  death  were,  2  years,  19  months,  16  months, 
16  months,  14  months,  1  year,  7  months,  4  months,  3  months,  2  months,  1  month,  and  3  weeks. 

INFLUENZA. — This  disease  was  certified  as  the  primary  cause  of  the  deaths  of  four  persons.  The 
ages  at  death  were  respectively  64  years,  77  years,  78  years,  and  52  years.  The  deaths  occurred  at 
Audlem,  Bunbury,  Blakenhall,  and  Bridgemere. 

PHTHISIS. — The  number  of  deaths  among  Rural  residents  was  seven.  This  is  equal  to  a  death- 
rate  of  0'30  per  1000  living, [at  all  ages  This  is  an  extremely  low  death-rate.  As  I  said  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  the  disease  appears  to  be  declining  from  year  to  year.  In  1900  it  was  075,  in  1901  it  was  06, 
and  in  1902  it  was  038  per  1,000. 

LUNG  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  PHTHISIS.— This  group  of  diseases  caused  the  deaths  of 
thirty-eight  people  belonging  to  the  Rural  District.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1*6  per  1,000  living, 
at  all  ages. 

HEART  DISEASES  caused  the  deaths  of  thirty-two  persons  belonging  to  the  Rural  District.  This 
is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  P3  per  1,000  living,  at  all  ages. 

DEATHS  FROM  INJURIES,  and  CORONER’S  INQUESTS. — During  the  year  fifteen  inquests 
were  held  on  persons  dying  in  the  Rural  District.  The  causes  of  death,  as  ascertained  at  the  inquests, 
were  as  follows  : — Kicked  by  a  horse,  1 ;  Apoplexy,  1 ;  Heart  Failure,  2 ;  Drowned  in  a  Whey-Tub,  1 ; 
Fall  from  a  Bicycle,  1 ;  Suffocated  in  Bed,  1  ;  Fall  from  a  Load  of  Hay,  1 ;  Struck  by  Lightning,  1  ; 
Drowned  in  a  Cess-pool,  1  ;  Fall,  1 ;  Found  Dead,  1 ;  Run  over  by  a  Lurry,  1 ;  Burns,  2. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. — Only  one  death  was  registered  during  the  year  without  the  certificate 
of  either  a  medical  practitioner  or  of  the  Coroner  after  inquest.  The  cause  of  death  was  registered  as 
“  probably  Bronchitis.” 
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SICKNESS. — During  the  year  seventy-four  eases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Small-pox 

... 

...  2  cases 

Diphtheria 

... 

...  24  „ 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

•  •  • 

1  case 

Erysipelas 

... 

10  cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  «  • 

...  33  ,, 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

... 

4  „ 

T  otal . . . 

74  cases 

The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance  the  state  of  the  District  as  to  infectious  diseases  and  the 
deaths  resulting  therefrom  during  the  past  eight  years. 

NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  DURING  THE 

YEARS  1896—1903. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Year. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

M  embra- 
nous  Croup 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Total  Ann¬ 

ual  Notifi¬ 
cations. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membra 

nous  Croup. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

Total 

Deaths 

1896 . 

... 

IO9 

9 

8 

4 

2 

... 

132 

... 

6 

6 

8 

I 

2 

... 

23 

1897 . 

... 

117 

11 

... 

4 

I 

IO 

*43 

... 

4 

3 

••* 

I 

2 

10 

1898 . 

... 

94 

16 

4 

M 

...' 

14 

142 

... 

4 

1 

1 

5 

•• 

I 

1  2 

1899 . 

... 

59 

27 

•  • 

1 1 

2 

14 

**3 

... 

2 

4 

... 

... 

I 

... 

7 

1900 . 

... 

164 

9 

3 

9 

I 

15 

201 

... 

5 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

10 

1901 . 

... 

79 

3° 

1 

7 

5 

6 

128 

... 

1 

8 

1 

2 

2 

... 

*4 

1902 . 

2 

20 

73 

1 

4 

2 

9 

1 10 

... 

... 

*3 

... 

1 

... 

•• 

*4 

1903 . 

2 

33 

24  1  1 

4 

... 

10 

74 

... 

... 

5 

1 

2 

•• 

•• 

8 

(a )  Scarlet  Fever. — Thirty-three  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the  year.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  table  following,  cases  occurred  in  thirteen  Townships  of  the  Rural  District.  The  disease 
attached  six  persons  at  Alpraham  in  the  months  of  October  and  November,  the  infection  being  brought 
by  a  child  who  had  been  staying  at  Neston,  where,  I  believe,  the  disease  was  prevalent.  One  of  these 
cases,  that  of  a  farm  servant  girl,  was  removed  from  the  farm-house  and  isolated  at  a  cottage  in  Alpra¬ 
ham.  The  cases  at  Church  Coppenhall,  and  those  at  Haslington,  appeared  to  be  really  part  of  an  outbreak 
of  the  disease  then  occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Crewe.  At  Stapelev,  three  houses  were  infected  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  the  infection  being  probably  derived  from  Crewe  in  the  first 
place  and  transmitted  by  infection  at  School.  The  other  cases  were  sporadic,  and  the  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  ascertained.  I  append  a  table  showing  the  cases  occurring  in  the  various  Townships,  and  the 
months  of  their  occurrence. 
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SCARLET  FEVER  NOTIFICATIONS,  1903. 


Townships. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

j  Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

Audlem  . 

1 

1 

Alpraliam . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

2 

6 

Baddiley . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Bickerton  . . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Buerton . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Bunbury . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Burland . 

. . . 

.  •  . 

1 

•  pH 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Cholmondeley . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Coppenhall . 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Haslington . 

... 

. . . 

2 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Leighton . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Stapeley  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

4 

Willaston  . 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Monthly  Totals . 

2 

2 

1 

Nil. 

1 

3 

7 

2 

2 

4 

7 

2 

33 

(b)  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — The  table  appended  shows  at  a  glance  the  Notifications 
of  this  group  of  diseases  during  the  different  periods  of  the  year.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the 
past  year  only  twenty-five  cases  have  occurred,  as  against  seventy-three  during  the  year  1902.  Willaston 
has  been  the  Township  most  affected.  In  no  case  has  the  disease  shown  any  marked  tendency  to  epidemic 
prevalence.  It  is  probable  that  the  abnormally  wet  season,  by  washing  out  drains  and  cesspools,  and  by 
preventing  the  blowing  about  of  infective  dust,  has  hindered  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Townships. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

ce 

a 

June 

•-3 

Aug. 

Oh 

0> 

CZ2 

o 

O 

> 

o 

£ 

Dec. 

Totals 

in 

Town¬ 

ships. 

Deaths 

Broomhall  . 

1 

1 

Coppenhall . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

2 

1 

Hurleston . . . 

1 

1 

Leighton . 

1 

... 

1 

Minsliull  Vernon . 

•  .  • 

.  . . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Peckforton  . 

2 

2 

1 

Shavington . 

1 

•  rH 

•  pH 

1 

2 

Stapeley  . 

1 

... 

# 

1 

Willaston  . 

3 

2 

3 

1 

... 

... 

9 

3 

Wistaston  . 

1 

1 

Worleston  (Workhouse  Hosp’l) 

1 

2 

r 

3 

•  t  • 

Weston . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Monthly  Totals . 

5 

7 

4 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

1 

25 

6 

7 


(c)  Smallpox. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  one  in  February  and  one  in  March.  Both 
were  patients  of  the  casual  pauper  class,  and  were  reported  from  the  Workhouse  Infirmary.  They  were 
both  removed  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Ravensmoor.  As  far  as  possible  all  contacts  were  re-vaccinated, 
careful  disinfection  was  carried  out,  and  no  spread  of  the  disease  took  place. 


(d)  Enteric  Fever.— Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the  year,  viz  : — one  at  High- 
fields,  Buerton,  the  infection  being  probably  imported  ;  one  at  Shavinston,  the  infection  being  probably 
derived  from  Crewe  ;  one  at  Haslington,  and  one  at  Willaston.  In  all  these  cases,  except  the  first,  gross 
sanitary  defects  were  discovered  at  the  houses  of  the  patients,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the  last  two  cases 
infection  may  have  taken  place  at  home. 


(e)  Puerperal  Fever. — I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the 

year. 

(/)  Erysipelas.— Cases  of  this  disease  occurred  at  Haslington,  Stoke,  Weston,  Shavington,  Wrine- 
hill,  and  Walglierton. 

(g)  Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  epidemic  during  portions  of  the  year  at  Minshull 
Vernon,  Warmingham,  Wybunbury,  and  Wrenbury. 


COMPARISON  BETWEEN  1897  AND  1903. — The  following  comparison  between  the  years 
1897  ("first  whole  year  during  which  I  held  office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District)  and  1903, 

>  .  •  .  r  .  TOM  _  ..  1  OOQ  irovir  mat  ana 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Total  Deaths 
Zymotic  Deaths 
Notifications 
Deaths  from  Phthisis 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age... 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis  &  Pneumonia 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea... 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 


1897. 

1903. 

27-8 

25  9 

15  9 

116 

379 

270 

35 

24 

143 

74 

17 

7 

90 

53 

57 

37 

12 

3 

4 

0 

Mv  onlv  ground  for  regret  with  regard  to  these  figures  is  the  diminution  in  the  birth-rate  in  which 
this  District  is  suffering  in  common  with  practically  the  whole  kingdom.  This  is  a  matter  which  cannot 
but  be  looked  on  with  apprehension,  especially  in  Rural  Districts,  which  should  piovide  the  healthy,  well 
developed  population,  both  for  our  towns  and  colonies.  In  all  other  respects  the  figures  speak  well  for 
the  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  existing  in  the  District.  The  fall  m  the  mortality  from 
Phthisis  and  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  is  particularly  gratifying. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. — Since  August,  the  sanitary  staff  of  the  Council  has  been 
increased  bv  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  Storey,  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Mr.  J.  A.  Davenport,  who 
for  many  years  has  held  the  combined  offices  of  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  continues  to  hold  the  office  of 
Survevor  and  Water  Works  Engineer,  and,  in  addition,  is  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  and  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order.  The  appointment  of  an  Inspector  has  proved  of  great  benefit, 
and  has  given  opportunity  for  a  much  more  prompt  attention  to  insanitary  conditions  than  was  always 
possible  in  the  past,  and  has  allowed  of  much  more  work  being  done  in  the  matter  of  the  Inspection  of  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds.  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  of  saying  how  pleased  I  am  that  Mr.  Davenport  still  con¬ 
tinues  a  member  of  the  staff,  and  that  the  District  still  has  the  benefit  of  his  services  and  of  lus  long  and 

valuable  experience. 

SCHOOLS, _ The  Schools  at  Minshull  Vernon,  Warmingham,  Wybunbury,  and  Wrenbury  have  been 

closed  for  short  periods  during  the  year  on  account  of  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough.  Some  of  the  older 
Schools  of  the  District  are  by  no  means  perfect  in  the  matter  of  lighting  and  ventilation.  It  is  pioba  >le 
that  with  the  improvement  of  the  financial  condition  of  these  Schools  under  the  new  Education  Acts,  these 
jn alters  will  be  remedied  before  long. 
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ISOLATION. — Up  to  the  present  practically  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease — with  the  exception  of 
Smallpox — are  isolated  with  greater  or  less  success  in  their  own  homes.  Provision  is  now  made  for  the 
isolation  of  smallpox  in  the  Hospital  at  Ravensmoor,  and  the  Nantwich  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  passed 
plans  for  an  Isolation  Hospital  to  accommodate  twenty  patients.  This  Hospital  will  provide,  I  think,  for 
the  reasonable  requirements  both  of  this  District  and  of  the  Nantwich  Urban  District,  and  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  be  of  great  service. 

DISINFECTION. — The  Inspector  now  in  all  cases  supervises  the  disinfection  of  rooms.  No 
apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  is  as  yet  provided,  but  such  an  apparatus  will  be 
provided  at  the  proposed  new  Isolation  Hospital. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION. — The  streams  entering  the  District  from  the  Staffordshire  border  are  still 
much  polluted  with  refuse  from  mining  operations.  The  river  Weaver  is,  I  think,  not  quite  so  much 
polluted  as  formerly  by  the  sewage  of  Crewe  Borough.  It  still  receives  the  whole  of  the  crude  sewage  of 
the  Nantwich  Urban  District,  but  I  hope  that  this  will  shortly  be  remedied.  It  has  been  rather  difficult 
this  year  to  judge  of  the  amount  of  pullution  existing,  as  the  streams  have  generally  been  very  high. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. — Considerable  improvement  is  taking  place  in  the  condition  of  the 
Cowsheds  of  the  District.  Now  that  Mr.  Davenport  has  more  time  to  attend  to  this  matter,  I  feel  sure 
that  even  more  progress  will  be  made  than  in  the  past. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Progress  in  this  important  matter  still  continues.  Much  information  on  this 
matter  will  be  found  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report,  which  I  append. 

DRAINAGE. — Many  improvements  in  private  drains  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  some 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  sewerage  of  Audlem  ;  but  Haslington,  Shavington,  and  Willaston  still 
remain  in  their  former  unclean  condition.  It  appeared  at  one  time  that  something  would  be  done  at 
Haslington,  but  the  outcome  was  a  decision  to  temporise.  It  is  impossible  to  deal  properly  with  the  sewage 
of  closely  packed  cottages  on  the  small  space  of  their  back  gardens.  The  result  of  such  an  attempt  is  the 
saturation  of  their  soil  with  liquid  filth,  which  is  a  condition  by  no  means  free  from  danger. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. — Urban  Powers  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter-houses  have  now  been 
obtained  for  the  whole  District,  and  a  new  set  of  byelaws  has  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  These  byelaws  await  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  When  they  are  in  force  I  feel 
sure  their  good  effect  in  rendering  cleanly  these  places,  and  in  hindering  the  traffic  in  diseased  meat  will 
be  perceived. 

DISEASED  MEAT. — On  March  17th,  at  Shavington,  I  seized  in  a  slaughter-house  the  carcase  of  a 
cow  and  the  carcase  of  a  sheep,  both  of  which  were  diseased,  unwholesome,  and  unfit  for  human  food. 
As  I  was  unable  at  the  early  hour  of  3-0  a-m.  to  remove  the  meat,  I  warned  the  owner  not  to  interfere 
with  it,  and  went  home  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  On  my  return,  I  found  that  the 
owner  had  had  the  cow’s  carcase  cut  down,  chopped  up,  and  put  into  a  boiler.  Fortunately  the  carcase 
was  not  so  far  destroyed  as  to  hide  its  diseased  condition,  and  an  order  for  destruction  was  obtained. 
Subsequently,  with  the  Council’s  consent,  I  charged  the  owner  with  preparing  diseased  meat  for  human 
food,  and  also  with  obstructing  or  impeding  me  when  carrying  into  execution  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  by  destroying  or  attempting  to  destroy  the  carcase  after  it  had  been  legally  seized. 
The  owner  was  convicted  on  both  counts,  and  was  fined.  The  same  person  was.  at  the  same  time,  convicted 
of  using  a  slaughter-house  without  a  licence. 

In  this  wide  Rural  District,  where  so  large  an  amount  of  live  stock  is  kept,  there  must  of  necessity 
from  time  to  time  be  diseased  animals,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  are  men  who  make  a  practice  of 
dealing  in  these  animals,  and  of  preparing  them  for  human  food.  The  bulk  of  this  work  is  done  in  the 
night  and  is  very  difficult  always  to  discover.  The  meat  is  generally  sent  from  the  nearest  Railway 
Station  to  one  of  the  large  towns  (especially  to  Manchester).  Once  the  meat  has  been  despatched  from  the 
station  the  risk  to  the  sender  is  practically  nothing.  If  the  meat  passes  the  Meat  Inspector  the  sender 
gets  a  large  profit,  and,  if  it  is  seized,  the  only  loss  he  sustains  is  that  of  the  few  shillings,  if  any,  which 
he  has  given  the  farmer  for  the  animal,  as  no  pi’osecution  is  ever  undertaken  by  the  Town  Authorities. 
Our  new  by  elaw,  which  renders  it  obligatory  on  licensees  of  slaughter-houses  to  repoi’t  the  presence  of  dis. 
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eased  meat  on  their  premises  will  doubtless  do  some  good  ;  but,  until  the  large  towns  set  about  protecting 
themselves  by  abolishing  the  present  system  of  allowing  meat  to  be  sent  on  approval— and  let  it  be  clearly 
understood  that  they  intend  to  prosecute  all  senders  of  diseased  meat — the  evil  will  not  be  eradicated.  If 
they  have  not  power  to  do  this  under  the  present  law.  they  should  have  Clauses  inserted  in  their  next 
Local  Parliamentary  Bills  enabling  them  to  do  so.  Such  powers  would  be  quite  as  valuable  from  a  Public 
Health  standpoint  as  many  that  have  been  given  to  them  in  the  p  ist.  During  the  past  twelve  months  I 
know  of  two  carcases  of  cows  affected  with  anthrax  which  have  been  seized  in  Manchester  ;  but  in  neither 
of  these  cases  has  any  prosecution  of  the  butchers  sending  them  been  instituted. 


ANTHRAX  AMONG-  CATTLE.— During  the  past  year  a  number  of  cases  of  anthrax  in  Cattle  have 
been  reported  in  this  District.  Careful  supervision  has  been  exercised  in  all  these  cases  by  myself  and  the 
Inspector,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  injury  has  been  sustained  by  human  beings.  The  mode  of  spread 
appears  to  be  a  mystery  so  far. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES.— During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  considerable 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  matter,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  go  fully  into  the  question. 
I  reported  to  this  Committee  that  under  the  new  Act  the  period  for  which  loans  for  Housing  Schemes 
could  be  obtained  has  been  considerably  increased,  and  that  therefore  the  annual  repayments  required  had 
been  reduced.  I  reported  that  I  was  of  opinion  that  good  cottages  suitable  for  agricultural  labourers 
could  be  built  for  <£150  per  cottage,  if  they  were  built  in  pairs,  and  that  half  an  acre  of  land  per  cottage  could, 
in  many  cases,  be  bought  for  £25.  The  weekly  rent  required  to  cover  the  cost  of  land  and  construction 
would  be  2/5 A  The  Committee  decided  that  there  was  need  for  more  good  cottages  in  the  Rural  District, 
especially  for  cottages  with  land  attached,  and  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  go  into  a  scheme  of  cottage 
construction  ;  but  thev  decided  to  consult  the  Parish  Councils  and  Parish  Meetings  of  the  District  before 
proceeding  further,  and  also  to  bring  the  matter  prominently  before  the  large  landowners.  I  hope  that 
good  will  come  of  the  consideration  which  the  subject  has  received  and  is  receiving. 

A  number  of  cottages  at  Church  Coppenhall  which  had  been  closed  for  some  years  and  had  been 
allowed  to  get  into  a  state  of  great  dilapidation,  have  been  put  into  good  repair  and  good  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion,  and  are  now  tenanted. 

SCAVENGING. — In  Willaston,  Shavington,  Audlem,  and  Haslington,  contracts  are.  made  by  the 
Council  for  the  emptying  of  closets  and  ashpits.  In  Church  Coppenhall  no  such  contract  is  in  force,  and 
the  people  have  to  arrange  for  this  work  privately.  This  large  and  important  township  should  certainly  be 
treated  like  the  other  large  villages.  Certainly  the  condition  of  many  of  the  closets  is  far  from  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  I  am  informed  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  providing  for  their  being  emptied,  as  in  many 
instances  ground  sufficient  is  practically  non-existent  on  the  piemises. 

In  none  of  the  townships  does  the  Council  provide  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools. 


REGISTRATION 
the  District  as  possible 
great  hopes  that  much 
Midwives’  Act. 


OF  MID  WIVES. — During  the  year  as  complete  a  list  of  midwives  practising  in 

has  been  compiled  and  furnished  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I  have 

aood  will  result  from  the  supervision  which  midwives  will  receive  under  the 
&  1 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. — Systematic  inspection  of  the  workshops  of  the  District  has 
been  made,  and  various  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  the  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  Inspector.  A  list  of  outworkers  of  the  Nautwich  and  V  lllaston  Clothing  Factories  is  m  my 
possession,  and  has  been  used  for  reference  in  cases  of  infectious  outbreaks. 


The  usual  Statistical  Tables  are  appended,  as  also  are  the  Reports  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Davenport,  as  Surveyor, 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year,  and  ot  Mi. 
John  Storey,  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  last  five  months  of  the  year. 


Nantwich, 

February  27th,  1904. 


R.  T.  TURNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I.— NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  For  Whole  District. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total  deaths  regi 

Under  one  Year 

st’d  in  th« 

At  all 

;  district 

Ages. 

Total 

deaths 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District. 

Deaths 
of  Non¬ 
residents 
regist’d 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District 

Deaths 

of 

residents 
regist’d 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
beyond 
the 

District 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  ages  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registr’d 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number 

Rate.* 

1896... 

23382 

639 

2  7 '3 

77 

123 

• 

... 

... 

... 

336 

143 

1897... 

23483 

653 

27-8 

9° 

137 

... 

... 

... 

379 

x5'9 

00 

VO 

00 

23580 

613 

25  9 

64 

104 

... 

... 

... 

... 

344 

141 

1899... 

23777 

609 

25  '6 

68 

I  I  2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

355 

142 

1900... 

23777 

597 

25-1 

56 

94 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

369 

T5‘5 

1901 ... 

23200 

608 

262 

54 

88 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

295 

127 

1902 ... 

23230 

61 1 

263 

56 

91 

356 

1 5  '3 

35 

27 

9 

338 

141 

Averages 

for  years 

23489 

618 

263 

66 

107 

.  • . 

.  . 

.  •  • 

.  •  . 

.  . . 

345 

144 

,1896- -1 902 

1903  .. 

23268 

604 

25‘9 

53 

87 

291 

X2'5 

30 

26 

5 

270 

1 1  '6 

*Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  98,458. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...23,196) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ..  4,964  >  At  Census  of  1 901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  4 '9) 


TABLE  II.— NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  Sub-Districts. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

CREWE. 

1 

NANTWICH. 

1  3‘ 

BUN  BURY. 

* 

WRENBURY. 

Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

I  Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  registered. 

1 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
ot  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  Year. 

1896... 

1 1 1 41 

315 

146 

41 

3538 

00 

66 

9 

3io5 

76 

51 

7 

5597 

170 

7 1 

20 

1897... 

1 1  248 

315 

171 

55 

3538 

95 

82 

T  2 

3i°5 

93 

45 

8 

5597 

15° 

81 

15 

00 

VO 

00 

1 1340 

3X1 

161 

35 

3538 

90 

64 

8 

3I°5 

80 

53 

5 

5597 

132 

66 

16 

1899... 

H547 

308 

163 

40 

3538 

00 

00 

14 

3I°5 

99 

49 

6 

5597 

1X5 

65 

8 

1900 ... 

1X547 

313 

l73 

22 

3538 

79 

00 

10 

I  2 

4059 

90 

61 

9 

4643 

XI5 

77 

13 

1901 ... 

10984 

3X2 

130 

25 

3468 

83 

45 

8 

4122 

94 

53 

12 

4622 

122 

54 

9 

1902... 

I  1028 

3°3 

171 

28 

3468 

82 

52 

13 

4122 

101 

5° 

8 

4622 

125 

65 

7 

Averages 

of  years 

1896--1902. 

1 1262 

311 

X59 

35 

3518 

84 

63 

1 1 

3531 

90 

5 1 

8 

5182 

132 

68 

12 

!9°3... 

11056 

320 

1 20 

30 

3468 

82 

56 

7 

4122 

81 

39 

6 

4622 

I  2  I 

55 

10 
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TABLE  III. — NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  in  1903. 


Total  cases  notified 

No,  of  cases  removed  to 

Cases  notified  in  whole 

district. 

in 

each  locality. 

Hospital  from  each  locality 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 

Ages 

AT 

AGES 

- YEARS. 

<U 

U 

>> 

u 

>> 

u 

3 

D 

£ 

XL 

O 

'$ 

u 

3 

>> 

u 

3 

Under 

i 

I  to  s 

5  to  is 

151025 

25  to  65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

V 

u 

u 

■4-1 

s 

53 

rO 

s 

3 

3 

V 

u 

£ 

<V 

u 

CJ 

3 

£ 

3 

3 

CQ 

3 

u 

£ 

Smallpox  ... 

2 

... 

•  .  • 

.  • 

•  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

. . . 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Diphtheria 

24 

... 

4 

n 

2 

1 

... 

1 5 

6 

2 

I 

•  •  • 

Membranous  Croup 

I 

.  .  . 

i 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Erysipelas 

IO 

... 

i 

I 

7 

I 

6 

1 

2 

I 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

12 

x3 

6 

2 

.  . 

x3 

2 

1 4 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

I 

3 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  * 

1'otals  ... 

7  4 

... 

16 

32 

9 

x5 

2 

38 

1 1 

18 

7 

... 

2 

... 

•• 

Isolation  Hospital— Smallpox  Hospital,  Ravensmoor. 


TABLE  IV. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1903. 


Cause  of  death. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
district,  at  subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
localities  (at  all  ages). 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

j  Crewe 

j  Nantwich 

j  Bunbury 

j  Wrenbury 

Measles... 

I 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

6 

6 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

IO 

... 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ... 

6 

. . . 

2 

4 

... 

... 

4 

I 

I 

Croup  ... 

1 

.  •  . 

I 

.  .  . 

... 

•• 

... 

I 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

1  •  • 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

1 

... 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

2 

2 

2 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

2 

... 

Erysipelas 

1 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  . 

I 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis... 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

2 

I 

I 

3 

4 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

5 

2 

2 

1 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

I 

I 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

22 

•  •  • 

.  .  , 

I 

13 

8 

9 

6 

3 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

24 

9 

2 

7 

6 

8 

5 

4 

7 

6 

Pneumonia 

T3 

4 

2 

2 

5 

6 

3 

1 

3 

2 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Alcoholism.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

, 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Premature  birth 

3 

3 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition  .. 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Heart  diseases  ... 

32 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 1 

21 

1 1 

8 

4 

9 

4 

Accidents 

1 2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

... 

3 

4 

... 

All  other  causes 

1 1 6 

25 

6 

... 

I 

26 

58 

51 

28 

x5 

22 

1 2 

All  Causes 

270 

53 

24 

8 

5 

75 

io5 

120 

56 

39 

55 

3° 

The  Institutions  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Rabies  are— Smallpox  Hospital, 
Ravensmoor,  JBurland ;  Men’s  Hospital,  Worleston;  Women’s  Hospital,  Nantwich ;  and  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary. 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT,  1903. 


WATER  SUPPLY— There  is  still  progress  to  report  in  the  matter  of  water  supply,  although  that 
progress  from  some  points  of  view  may  not  have  been  so  great  in  1903  as  in  some  of  the  previous  years. 

Three  thousand  and  eleven  yards  of  mains  have  been  added  to  the  Council’s  system  during  the  year, 
the  larger  portion,  however,  being  paid  for  by  private  owners  ;  647  yards  were  laid  and  paid  for  bj  the 

C0U1Tl!e  entire  length  of  mains  now  laid  in  the  Rural  District  since  1879  has  been  266,858  yards,  or  very 
nearlv  152  miles.  Mains  laid  by  private  owners  prior  to  1901  have  not  been  included. 

Seventy-eight  additional  houses  have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mams  during  tie 
past  year,  making  a  total  of  3,950  houses  supplied  by  mains  in  the  district  since  1879. 

The  consumption  of  water  throughout  the  whole  district  during  1903  has  been  62,723,000  gallons. 
Extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  in  Acton,  Wistaston,  Hashngton,  Minshull  Vernon 
(Wiuiboldsley),  Hough,  and  Worleston  during  the  year. 

In  April  the  survey  for  further  extensions  in  Haslington  and  at  Wheelock  Heath  was  made,  and  the 
plans  Id  estimates  we?e  subsequently  completed  and  submitted  to  the  Load  Government  Board  and 
approved  In  August  the  survey  for  the  Chorlton,  Hough,  Shavmgton,  Wybunbury,  and  Stapeley  Auxiliary 
Works  was  made,  levels  taken,  and  plans  and  estimates  prepared,  which  also  subsequently  received  the 

approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Amongst  projected  waterworks’  extensions  may  be  mentioned  an  extension  in  Church  Minshull. 

The  Wettenhall  extension  is  still  in  statu  quo,  but  hopeful,  as  it  must  eventually  come. 

The  large  scheme  projected  for  conveying  water  from  Egerton  to  Audlem  and  Hankelow  via  New  ha  1 
and  Dodcotk  for  the  supply  of  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the  Council’s  district  has  not  stood  still,  but 
its  magnitude  demands,  and  will,  no  doubt,  receive  careful  consideration;  and  looking  at  the  interests 
involved,  anything  like  rushing  it  should  be  avoided.  The  Nantwich  Urban  Council  have  now  decided  to 
ioin  the  scheme,  if  they  can  obtain  favourable  conditions  from  the  Corporation  ot  Liverpool  and  depu  - 
tions  have  visited  Liverpool  and  communications  have  been  made  to  the  Corporation  in  order  to  attain 

thlS  Practically  no  advance  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  question  of  guarantees,  but  reports  from 
myself  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  the  Council,  and  are  still  being  made,  m  older  that  the  fullest 

information  may  be  at  their  disposal.  .  ^ 

The  details  of  Hie  proposed  supply  of  the  Combermere  Estates  m  Newhall  and  Dodcott  have  now  been 

received.  -r> 

The*  Stapeley  Water  Works  continue  to  yield  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water  The  Reservoir  was 

thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  the  ironwork  painted,  and  all  put  in  good  order  during  the  year 

The  waterworks  of  the  Council  go  on  expanding  year  by  year,  bringing  increased  responsibilities  with 
them  What  has  already  been  accomplished  seems  almost  difficult  to  realize,  and  to  what  they  may  yet 

attain  is  impossible  to  foretell. 

SE  WERAGE  —There  has  not  been  a  very  great  amount  of  work  accomplished  under  this  head.  A  new 
9-inch  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Nantwich  Road,  Wistaston,  for  the  new  houses  being  erected  there  it  is 
laid  to  fall  into  the  Crewe  Corporation  sewers.  Additional  plans,  reports,  and  several  estimates  have  been 
prepared  Li  the  sewerage  of  Haslington.  These  have  been  discussed  by  the  .Parish  Conner  1,  and  by  he 
ratepayers  in  public  meeting  assembled ;  meetings  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Pansh 

Council  have  taken  place. 

Reports  to  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  made,  and  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
received  with  the^  result  that  the  people  of  Haslington  would  like  to  wait  and  see  what  the  final  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Sewage  Disposal  question  may  be  able  to  tell  them,  before  they  decide  as  to 
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the  course  to  be  taken.  This  is  very  like  in  result  the  adoption  by  the  House  of  Commons  of  a  resolution 
with  respect  to  some  Bill — that  it  be  read  again  that  day  six  months. 

PUBLIC  LIGHTING!. — The  public  lighting  of  the  townships  of  Willaston,  Audlem,  Crewe  (Town¬ 
ship),  and  Acton  has  been  duly  carried  out.  One  or  two  additional  lamps  have  been  put  down. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. — One  new  factory  previously  conditionally  certified  has  been 
again  inspected  and  now  fully  certified,  and  two  new  factories  in  Shavington-cum-Gresty  have  been 
inspected  and  duly  certified  under  the  Acts. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. — Eighty-five  plans  for  new  buildings  in  the  district  were  passed  by  the  Council 
in  1903,  as  follows  : — 

New  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

New  out-buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Additions  and  alterations  to  buildings  ...  9 

85 


Which  makes  a  total  of  2,365  plans  for  new  buildings  sanctioned  within  the  Rural  District  since  these 
Urban  Powers  were  first  obtained  in  1875,  as  follows  : — 

Audlem 
Shavington 


Bunbury 
Willaston 
Haslington 
Church  Coppenhall 
Other  Townships 


Total 


133 

262 

87 

243 

282 

694 

664 

2365 


Inspections  of  each  of  these  buildings  are  required  during  construction,  and  of  course  on  completion, 
for  the  certifying  of  the  houses,  etc. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. — One  hundred  and  eighty  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year  1903,  and  reports  made  upon  them.  These  inspections  have  taken  place  in  the  townships  of 
Alpraham,  Bunbury,  Minshull  Vernon,  Willaston,  Calvelev,  Stapeley,  Audlem,  Newhall,  Woolstanwood, 
Leighton,  Haslington,  Wybunbury,  Bulkeley,  Crewe,  Hankelow,  Wrenbury,  Shavington-cum-Gresty, 
Church  Minshull,  Hatherton,  Worleston,  Wettenhall,  Cholmondeston,  Faddiley,  Cholmondeley,  Aston- 
juxta-Mondrum,  Buerton,  Walgherton,  Lea,  Spurstow,  Haughton,  Henhull,  Brindley,  Burland,  Newhall, 
Dodcott-cum- Wilkesley,  etc. 

Impi'ovements  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  have  been  noted  in  Church  Coppenhall,  Shavington- 
cum-Gresty,  Newhall,  Audlem,  etc.,  and  I  have  met  owners  or  agents  in  Bunbury,  Church  Minshull, 
Audlem,  and  other  townships,  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  improvements  ;  plans  have  been  sent  in  from  the 
Minshull  Vernon  Estate  for  the  alteration  of  existing  Cowsheds,  and  plans  have  been  received  from 
different  parts  of  the  district  for  new  Cowsheds  complying  with  Regulations. 

Certainly  not  so  much  milk  as  formerly  is  going  to  the  large  towns  out  of  this  district,  and  the  many 
applications  to  have  names  taken  off  the  “  Register  ”  testify  to  no  very  ardent  desire  to  sell  milk  when 
cheese-making  can  be  made  at  all  remunerative.  Many  sell  milk  only  during  a  portion  of  the  year,  and 
the  remark  “  we  have  given  up  milk-selling !  ”  has  been  very  frequent  of  late  on  my  visits  to  various 
Registered  Dairies. 

CANAL  BOATS, — A  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  is  attached  to  this 
Report. 

GENERAL.  —The  numbering  of  the  houses  in  Haslington  village  has  been  arranged  for. 

One  thousand  and  sixty-five  letters  hare  been  written  during  the  year. 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor, 


February  12th,  1904. 
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Inspections  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  for  the  year  1903. 


I  am  pleased  again  to  be  able  to  make  a  favourable  report  : — 

Fifty-two  boats  have  been  fully  inspected  in  detail  during  the  year  1903,  and  thirty-nine  of  them 
entirely  conformed  to  the  law. 

There  were  twenty-one  infringements  on  the  other  thirteen  boats.  Absence  of  certificate  on  the  David 
accounted  for  one  of  these.  “  Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat  ”  accounted  for  three  more,  in 
the  Swati,  the  Stanley,  and  the  Eclipse.  Two  boats,  the  Bret  and  Eclipse,  infringed  the  marking  regulation, 
and  two  others  that  relating  to  “overcrowding”  ;  the  advent  of  a  new  baby  in  one  case  causing  a  breach 
of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  immediately  on  its  entrance  into  it. 

There  were  no  infringements  found  with  respect  to  females  improperly  occupying  cabins,  or  with  re¬ 
spect  to  partitions  separating  the  sexes. 

Want  of  cleanliness  accounted  for  one  infringement,  and  want  of  paint  three,  in  the  Success,  Peak,  and 
Katta.  There  were  no  complaints  as  to  “  ventilation,  ”  “  removal  of  bilge  water  ”  or  pumps.  Dilapida¬ 
tions,  or  want  of  necessai'y  repairs,  accounted  for  seven  of  the  infringements.  Proper  water  vessels  were 
required  on  the  Eclipse  and  the  David.  Bulkheads  were  in  all  cases  in  order. 

There  have  been  no  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year,  and  I  have  not  experienced  the 
slightest  hindrance  in  the  execution  of  my  duties. 

Legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  one  case,  that  of  the  Eclipse — the  owner  of  the  boat  had  been 
previously  warned  as  to  the  illegal  way  he  had  sent  out  the  boat  Stanley,  and  the  Eclipse  was  inspected 
not  long  after  the  warning — with  certificate  on  board  belonging  to  an  entirely  different  boat,  no  number 
marked  on  her,  and  no  water  vessel.  The  prosecution  resulted  in  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings  and  costs, 
amounting  altogether  to  two  pounds.  With  this  exception,  every  case  of  complaint  referred  to  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners  by  letter,  and  satisfactory  replies  have  been  received,  and,  in  most  cases, 
what  has  been  required  has  been  carried  out  to  my  own  knowledge,  but  there  are  some  of  the  boats  that 
one  does  not  see  again  for  a  long  while  ;  meantime,  I  hold  the  letters  and  promises  of  the  owners.  Most  of 
the  infringements  were  not  of  a  serious  character. 

There  were  forty-one  women  on  the  boats  inspected  and  forty-two  children,  thirteen  being  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twelve  years,  and  twenty-nine  being  children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under. 
On  seven  boats  there  were  women  and  no  children  ;  on  twenty-six  there  were  both  women  and  children  ;  and 
nineteen  boats  had  neither  women  nor  children  on  board. 

Twenty-eight  boats  were  the  only  homes  of  their  crews,  and  the  crews  of  twenty-four  boats  had  homes 
apart  from  their  boats. 

The  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company,  who  own  the  majority  of  the  boats  plying  on  these  canals  have, 
as  usual,  most  courteously  replied  to  any  representations  made  to  them,  and  their  fleet  of  boats  continues 
to  grow  and  improve. 

Opinions,  I  think,  are  gradually  tending  to  those  most  desirable  changes  in  the  law  with  respect  to 
canal  boats,  viz.,  the  prohibition  of  the  residence  of  children  of  school  age,  and  of  female  young  persons  in 
the  boats. 


JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 


January  16th,  1904. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  for  first  seven  months 

of  1903. 


INSPECTION  OP  DISTRICT. — Statutory  Notices  with  respect  to  141  premises  were  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  past  year.  Re-inspections  have  shown 
that  new  or  improved  drainage  has  been  put  down  to  80  houses.  New  privies  or  covered  ashpits  have 
been  erected  or  old  ones  altered  at  68  houses.  Other  permanent  sanitary  improvements  have  been  made 
at  22  houses.  Various  nuisances  have  been  abated,  not  included  under  other  heads,  at  48  houses.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  46  Notices,  the  nuisances  have  either  not  been  abated,  are  in  course  of  arrangement,  or  waiting 
re-inspection.  Mr.  Storey,  the  Inspector,  appointed  in  July  last,  has  carried  on  the  inspections  under 
Statutory  Notices  Nos.— 6,  7,  8,  16,  17.  19,  20,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  48,  49,  65,  69,  and  70. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. — There  are  scavenging  Contracts  in  Haslington,  Willaston,  Shavington- 
cum-Grestv,  Audlem,  and  Wistaston,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made 
during  the  half-year  : — 


Haslington,..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

Willaston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  951 

Shavington-cum-Gresty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  375 

Audlem  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Wistaston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 


Total  Inspections  for  half-year  ...  2,049 

The  number  of  these  inspections  is  still  on  the  increase. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— All  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  visited  during  the  half-year,  papers 
and  instructions  given,  and  disinfectants  provided. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. — No  new  slaughter-house  was  licensed  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  Inspections  of  Licensed  and  Registered  Slaughter-houses  took  place  from  time  to  time.  There 
was  one  prosecution  and  conviction  for  preparing  diseased  meat  for  human  food,  and  one  prosecution 
and  conviction  for  using  an  unlicensed  building  as  a  slaughter-house.  One  application  for  a  license  for 
a  slaughter-house  was  refused,  The  carcase  of  a  stirk  inspected  in  a  railway  meat  van  at  Calveley  was 
reported  to  the  Manchester  Corporation, and  was  destroyed  by  their  officials  after  its  arrival  in  Manchester. 

HOUSES  CLOSED  AS  DWELLINGS. — No  house  was  closed  during  the  half-year,  but  notice  was 
served  with  respect  to  one  dwelling-house,  and  the  owner  undertook  to  pull  it  down  and  erect  another  in 
the  place, 

ANALYSES  OF  WATERS. — Three  waters  were  analysed  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  One 
was  of  doubtful  quality  and  two  proved  bad. 

There  were  sixty -one  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Water  Act  in  connection  with  new  houses. 

GENERAL. — Inspections  were  made  in  Boarding  Out  cases.  Some  nuisances  were  abated  by 
arrangement  without  Statutory  Notices.  Reports  from  Parish  Councils  met  with  attention  as  required, 
and  the  usual  monthly  and  other  Reports  were  made. 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

4  February  10th,  1904.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Report  of  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  for  the  last 

five  months  of  the  year. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  this  Supplementary  Report,  which  covers  a  period  of  five  months,  and 
indicates  the  work  done  since  I  took  over  the  supervision  of  the  district  in  August,  1903. 

On  perusal,  you  will  learn  that  many  insanitary  conditions  have  been  removed,  and  certain  parts  o^ 
the  district  under  your  jurisdiction  have  been  improved. 

PAVING  OF  YARDS. —  I'he  paving  in  a  number  of  yards  was  found  on  inspection  to  be  insanitary  and 
permitting  accumulations  of  water  ;  their  condition  was  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  respective  owners, 
and  the  defects  rectified. 

All  yards  should  be  paved  with  some  impervious  material  such  as  blue  brick  or  cement  concrete,  and 
laid  with  a  gradient  sufficient  to  carry  off  all  surface  water  on  to  a  trapped  gully.  Damp,  dirty,  unpaved 
and  undrained  yards  constitute  a  danger  to  health.  The  surface  near  the  dwellings  being,  in  many  instances, 
pervious  and  soft,  they  become  sodden  and  impregnated  with  filth,  which,  in  hot  weather  dries  and  pulverises, 
and  the  dust,  teeming  with  bacilli,  not  only  infects  the  air,  but  may  be  carried  into  the  dwellings  and  poison 
the  food. 

DRAINS. — New  drains  have  been  provided  to  thirty-six  dwelling-houses  and  two  farm-houses,  which 
previously  had  no  means  of  drainage  for  disposing  of  waste  waters  in  connection  therewith. 

In  the  case  of  isolated  dwellings,  I  have  recommended  where  soil  and  circumstances  permit, 
that  a  surface,  or  subsoil  drain  allowing  the  waste  waters  to  drain  over,  or  under  cultivated  land,  should  be 
adopted  in  preference  to  a  cesspool,  which  is  always  more  or  less  objectionable  ;  and  the  land  not  only 
removes  filth,  but  actually  destroys  it. 

PRIVY  MIDDEN  AND  CESSPI  TS. — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  position  of  the  ashpit  and  privy 
midden — as  regards  its  site — with  reference  to  the  dwelling-house  is  of  primary  sanitary  importance  :  for  if 
the  garbage  and  domestic  accumulations  therein  are  allowed  to  remain  for  a  few  days,  especially  when  the 
weather  is  close,  damp,  etc.,  etc.,  they  become  very  offensive. 

Fifty  of  these  objectionable  places  have  been  removed,  and  the  pail  closet  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

'The  contents  of  pails  (where  there  is  no  scavenger)  should  be  emptied  on  cultivated  land,  and  where 
near  a  dwelling,  the  excrement  should  be  covered  with  soil. 

SCAVENGING. — The  work  of  the  contractors  in  the  townships  in  which  contracts  exist  has  been 
carefully  inspected.  The  work,  generally  speaking,  has  been  fairly  well  carried  out.  Public  Scavenging 
should  be  undertaken  in  Church  Coppenhall. 

WORKSHOPS. — The  workshops  in  your  district  have  had  due  attention.  The  Laundry  in  Broad 
Lane  is  not  adequately  ventilated.  Suggestions  have  been  made  for  improved  ventilation. 

BAKEHOUSES. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  myself,  visited  and  inspected  a  bake¬ 
house  at  Audlem.  A  complaint  had  been  made  by  the  Factory  Inspector  respecting  the  inadequacy  of 
ventilation.  We  found  that  steps  had  been  taken  to  improve  matters.  Suggestions  were  made  for  further 
improvements  by  fixing  an  air  pump  on  the  ridge  of  the  building. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. — Your  Council’s  attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  a  Mr.  Hockenhull, 
of  Wrenbury,  was  using  a  wooden  erection  for  slaughtering  animals  in  contravention  to  the  byelaws,  and 
without  a  licence.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  place  was,  from  a  structural  and  sanitary  point  of  view, 
totally  unsuited  for  such  a  purpose.  Your  Clerk  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  owner  on  the  subject. 
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KNACKER’S  YARD. — There  is  only  one  knacker’s  yard  in  your  district.  On  investigating  a  complaint 
of  a  nuisance  in  connection  therewith,  I  discovered  that  the  business  was  being  carried  on  without  a  licence. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  your  Council  and  properly  dealt  with. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. — Four  samples  of  water  taken  from  shallow  wells  have  been  analysed  by  the 
Public  Analyst.  One  was  certified  as  being  fairly  good  water  ;  two  recommended  to  be  passed  through  an 
efficient  filter  before  being  used  for  domestic  purposes  ;  one  sample  was  certified  as  being  unfit  for  dietetic 
use.  I  have  in  the  case  of  suspicious  water  supplies  suggested  the  use  of  a  Pasteur  Chamberlain  filter,  which 
is  eminently  suited  for  such  supplies. 

Several  notices  (informal  and  statutory)  have  been  served  on  persons  responsible  for  nuisances  occa¬ 
sioned  by  accumulations  of  refuse,  choked  drains,  defective  spouting,  etc.,  etc.,  and  in  each  case  the  nuisance 
has  been  abated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — All  infectious  cases  notified  have  had  prompt  attention.  Disinfectants 
and  instruction  papers  have  been  supplied  in  each  case,  and  the  clothing,  rooms,  etc.,  thoroughly  disinfected. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Turner,  Mr.  Davenport,  your  Engineer,  and  the  Clerk’s  department  for  their 
cordial  co-operation  and  the  assistance  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 


JOHN  STOREY,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


